
 

 

Celebrate 50 Years of Hatchery Operation 

Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery 
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The Raceway 

This year is the 50th year of operation of 
the Norfork National Fish Hatchery. This 
August 15, the Friends of the Norfork Na-
tional Fish Hatchery will sponsor two 
events that will celebrate these fifty years.  

 The first event will be a rededication of the 
hatchery. This event will begin at 10:00 and 
take place at the hatchery. The rededication 
will kick off with music by the Mountain 
Home High School Band (who performed 
at the original dedication ceremony) fol-
lowed by speeches from some of the invited 
dignitaries. These dignitaries should include 
members of our congressional delegation, 
high ranking representatives from the US 
Department of Interior and the Fish and 
Wildlife Service, representatives from the 

state government and the state wildlife 
agencies.  Following the speeches, there 
will be tours of the hatchery and the newly 
opened Visitors’ Center. A luncheon will be 
served, catered by Brent’s Bar-B-Que. 

 In the evening the Friends will host a fund 
raising dinner at Gaston’s resort. The dinner 
will cost $50 per person.  The fund raising 
activities will include both live and silent 
auctions. This should be a fun and memora-
ble event. 

 Members of the Friends should receive 
invitations to both events. If you are not a 
member of the Friends, or did not receive 
an invitation, you can request one by con-
tacting Pat Smith (cpsmh@southshore.cc). 

Inside this issue: 
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The days move closer to our 50th year anniversary at the hatchery. The board 
members are busy working on the schedules for the event and planning for a 
great success on the occasion. The US Fish and Wildlife Service will be there 
in force at the rededication ceremony. I’m enthused at the fact that they will 
realize that the Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery is now a very 
significant entity so far as its support to the Norfork National Fish Hatchery. 
There will be many other dignitaries present on that day. 

This would not have taken place if it were not for the support received from 
our members and the hard work undertaken by the FNNFH board of directors. 

Ken Boyles, our hatchery manager, is a very happy man. 

Hopefully by the 15th we will have completed some of the work for the dis-
plays in the visitor center, and will have a formal opening on that day. 

Members will receive an invitation to attend both the rededication ceremony 
and also the Fund raiser event to be held at Gaston’s on the evening of the 
15th.This will be a fun evening with invited speakers. l look forward to seeing 
many of you there, both members and guests. 

We are also looking for items that we can use for an auction at that event. If 
any of you have objects you would like to offer, please let us know. We will 
accept either items or donation of services for the auction. You may contact 
any of the board members for those details. 

We do have at this time some very desirable items in hand. 

Members of the board have been busy this month attending events, promoting 
our activity and generating new memberships and support for FNNFH. 

I understand that our membership now makes us the largest Friends group sup-
porting a USFW hatchery. 

We now have our Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) documentation ac-
cepted and signed by the USFW.  We await further our 501c3 tax exemption 
status as a non profit organization. 

In such a short time we have come a long way. We need to continue this for-
ward momentum. 

My sincere thanks to all for your continued great support. 

Davy  

President’s Message 

Members will receive 

an invitation to attend 

both at the rededica-

tion ceremony and also 

the Fund raiser event 

to be held at Gaston’s 

on the evening of the 

15th.This will be a fun 

evening with invited 

speakers.  



 

 

 Hatchery Employee Spotlight 
Brad Marler 
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Ken Boyles the hatchery manager and the Friends were 
very happy to welcome Judy Toppins and Amanda Patrick 
from the USFW Service. Judy is the Regional Outreach 
Coordinator and Amanda is the Environmental Educa-
tional Outreach Specialist. 

Both Judy and Amanda will be able to help us in many 
ways with our projects for the FNNFH with advice, ser-
vices and promotional activity via the USFW services. 
There is no doubt they will be a great asset to us, and they 
are delightful people. 

After a tour of the hatchery Tuesday, June 19, Davy Wot-
ton and Teresa Van Winkle, President of the Neosho Na-
tional Fish Hatchery, treated both Judy and Amanda to 
a few hours of fly fishing at Rim shoals. Given that we hd 
high water, the ladies did great and caught a number 
of trout. 

 

Visitors from the Fish and Wildlife Service 

Brad Marler is a native of Baxter County Arkansas.  His 
career with the Norfork National Fish Hatchery began in 
2000 as an animal caretaker.  He is currently a motor vehi-
cle operator and his primary duty is driving a fish distribu-
tion truck, hauling fish to various locations in northern 
Arkansas and eastern Oklahoma.  However, he also assists 
with many other fish culture activities, such as, feeding, 
sample counting, inventory, and treating fish for various 
diseases.  In addition he works with grounds, vehicle, and 
building maintenance.  Brad enjoys hunting and fishing.  
He and his wife Sarah have one son, Isaac.    
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The new Norfork National Fish Hatchery Visitors’ Center 
will be open for operation in time for the 50th anniversary 
celebration. The Visitors’ Center will tell the story of Nor-
fork National Fish Hatchery and will also provide infor-
mation about the fish and wildlife of the Ozarks.  

The main room of the Visitors’ Center will describe the 
operation and give history of the hatchery. It will also pro-
vide information about the Friends. The main room will 
display the plaques that list the founding members of the 
Friends. There will also be rooms dedicated to wildlife 
and fishing. 

The hatchery has never before had a Visitors’ Center. 
Converting an existing employee’s quarters into a tempo-
rary visitors’ center took a lot of work. The inside of the 
building was gutted and repainted. The floor covering was 
replaced. Exhibition cases were built and exhibits con-
structed. A handicapped accessible ramp was added. This 
work was largely performed by Davy Wotton, Theresa 
Van Winkle, John Holstein, Pat Smith, Mike Cullen, and 
other volunteers. 

Volunteers will be needed to man the Visitors’ Center. If 
i n t e r e s t e d  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  P a t  S m i t h 
(cpsmh@southshore.cc ) or (870) 425-1755. 

Visitors’ Center to Open  



 

 

The membership of the Friends has grown rapidly. The 
Friends currently (as of  7/14/07) has 167 memberships 
with 238 members. This is the largest Friends organiza-
tion of any National Fish Hatchery!.  
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William Wegrzyn Sr. $1,000 
Terry and Kelly Richardson $800 
Henry E. Fredericks $200 
John and Kathy Gulley $100 
Vern Berry $80 
Kenny Floor Covering Inc. $50 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Wiseman $30 
Mike and Pat Slice $30 
Paul Craig $15 

Donors 

Benefactor, Corporate, Organizational, 
and Life memberships.  

Friends Membership Still Growing   

 

William R. Morgan Benefactor 

Federation of Fly Fishers Southern Council Benefactor 

Gaston's White River Resort Benefactor 

Arkansas Outfitters & Guides Association Benefactor 

Kenny and Heather Crunkleton Benefactor 
Ozark Mountains Website, Inc. Gary and Mary Benefactor 

Arkansas Chapter - Trout Unlimited Benefactor 

Mid-South Fly Fishers Benefactor 

Capital City Fly Fishers Corporate 

Paul Reese, DDS Corporate 

Teresa Van Winkle Honorary Life 

William R. Wright Honorary LifeL 

Davy Wotton Life 

Hunter Ryan, Jr. Life 

Marc Oakes Life 

Louis A. Juranas Life 

Henry E. Fredericks Life 

Dave Oldham Life 

William Wegrzyn, Sr. Life 

David McCray Life 

Bruce Darr Life 

Jim Trayler Life 

Richard C. Scholz Life 

Clay Henry Life 

Edward Mueller Life 

Jim Cowan Life 

Dan Cowling Life 

Buzz McArthur Life 

Capt. Sid Caradine Life 

Ozark Mountain Region Tourism Assoc. Organizational 

North Arkansas Fly Fishers Organizational 

Holy Cross Men's Club Organizational 

Friends of the North Fork & White Rivers Organizational 

Ozark Fly Fishers Organizational 

Tanflies of Cotter High School Organizational 

Norfork Lake Chamber of Commerce Organizational 

Hooked on a Cure Attn: April Conrad Organizational 

J.O. Kelly Middle School Fly Fishing Club School Club 

Leon and Betty Alexander Couples Life 

Dennis and Pat McCarty Couples Life 

Mac and Julia Caradine Couples Life 

John and Kathy Gulley Couples Life 

Gary and Cindy Hanson Couples Life 

C. Henry Pharis Couples Life 

Terry and Kelly Richardson Couples Life 

Rob and Sondra Reid Couples Life 

Leonard and Linda Batey Couples Life 

Tripp and Holley Dargie Couples Life 

Toward the end of June Mid South Fly Fishers held their 
annual Expo in Memphis. A contingent of Friends trav-
eled to Memphis and spent three days at the Expo recruit-
ing and telling the Friends story to Expo attendees.  
Twenty new members (including 5 life memberships) 
were recruited. Monte Stark, a member of the Friends who 
lives in Memphis, was largely responsible for the success-
ful recruiting. Leon Alexander gave a talk to the Expo 
about the Friends organization and purpose. 
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Friends Recruit at Mid South Fly 
Fishers Expo 
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The Kids Fishing Derby held on June 9, at Quarry Park 
was a great success. Kids, parents, and volunteers all had 
a great time. 214 kids participated. They were assisted by 
39 volunteers. Everyone involved had a great time: kids, 
parents, and volunteers!  

The Fishing Derby was very truly a community event! 
These photos are courtesy of Nathan Blair. 

Kids Fishing Derby, A Big Success 
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Without the help of the following organizations the Fish-
ing Derby would not have been possible! 

Arkansas Game & Fish Commission 

Baxter County Sheriff’s Department 

Baxter Regional Medical Center Ambulance Service 

Damsel Fly Fishers 

Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery 

Norfork National Fish Hatchery 

North Arkansas Fly Fishers 

Rod and Reel Fishing Club Inc. 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
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Thanks for Volunteers! 
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P0 Box 1525 
Mountain Home, AR 72654-1525 

Phone: 870-425-1755 
Email: membership@norforkhatcheryfriends.org 
           president@norforkhatcheryfriends.org 
http://www.norforkhatcheryfriends.org 

The Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery (Friends) is a nonprofit citi-
zens organization dedicated to conserving fishery resources and providing 
support for activities conducted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
(USFWS) Norfork National Fish Hatchery.  Such activities whether independent 
or in cooperation with other organization or parties will benefit fish and other 
aquatic wildlife  

Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery 
Date Event 

August 15, 2000 10:00 AM - Rededication of Hatchery 

August 15, 2007 5:30 PM - Friends Fund Raiser at Gaston’s Resort 


