
 

 

The Friends held its first annual member-
ship meeting on March 17, 2007. The pri-
mary purpose of this meeting was to for-
mally elect officers, board members, and to 
adopt a set of bylaws. The officers nomi-
nated were Davey Wotton (President), Leon 
Alexander (Vice President), Pat Smith 
(Secretary) and Dennis McCarty 
(Treasurer). They were elected unani-
mously. A board of directors was also 
nominated: Marketing (Mac Caradine0, 
Communications (Mike Tipton), Activities 

(Kelley Linck), Conservation (Steve Wil-
son), and Education (Dennis Galyardt). The 
votes for the board and for the bylaws were 
both unanimous. 

Pat Smith reported that the Friends had 41 
memberships with 58 physical members. 
Dennis McCarty reported that the Friends 
had a $3,868 on deposit but expected the 
amount to increase to $5,000 as a result of 
new members who joined during the Sow-
bug Roundup. 

Meet the Hatchery Crew 

Friends Hold 1st General Membership Meeting 

Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery 
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The Raceway 

It takes a crew with a lot of 
training and a variety of 
skills to operate a success-
ful fish hatchery. These are 
the folks who make it possi-
ble for the Norfork National 
Fish Hatchery to continue 
to produce 500,000 pounds 
of fish annually 

Front Row - Brad Marler, 
Motor vehicle Operator; 
Wanda Polhman, Adminis-
trative Assistant; Doug 
Anderson, Facility Operations Specialist; 
Jon Casey, Fisheries Biologist; 

 Back Row- Monroe Schmidt, Assistant 
Manager, Dale Plumlee, Maintenance 

Worker; Ken Boyles, Hatchery Manager; 
Donald Beard, Maintenance Worker. 

 The crew has over 145 years of experience 
in fish production. 

Inside this issue: 
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I am delighted to have become the first President of the newly formed 
FNNFH 

 As we all know the hatchery is a vital resource so far as its impact to both 
the local community and businesses and to the visitors who come here to the 
Mtn Home area to enjoy the White River and to other State waters that trout 
are introduced into. To a very large extent the whole infrastructure of this 
region, which also includes real estate and property, owes its increasing 
value to the fact that the White river is foremost in providing a quality trout 
fishing resource. You will often see that fact used as a selling point for real 
estate that is being offered for sale. Need l say more? 

 I am delighted that l have, along with myself and Ken Boyles the hatchery 
manager, a great team serving both as directors and board members who are 
prepared to devote their time for this worth while cause. 

We do need to bring on board many others who are able to work with us for 
the goals we wish to achieve. Such as fund raising, public awareness, educa-
tional activity, and voluntary work at the hatchery and so on. 

Above all we need to maintain the fact that this is our Hatchery, and main-
tain its attention to the community at large. 

I thank you all for your continued support. We have already come a very 
long way in a very short period of time. 

Davy 

President’s Message 

I am delighted that l 

have, along with myself 

and Ken Boyles the 

hatchery manager, a 

great team serving 

both as directors and 

board members who 

are prepared to devote 

their time for this 

worth while cause. 



 

 

The Friends have purchased and installed a bank of three 
fish food dispensers at the hatchery. The first customer for 
the dispensers was Ken Boyles grandson Garret Whitting-
ton. The dispensers take a quarter and dispense a small 
handful of fish pellets. The dispensers will help provide 

entertainment to visitors of the hatchery and an ongoing 
income to the Friends. The dispensers brought almost $50 
in the first few weeks of operation. This income should in-
crease as we enter the season for tourists. 

Fish Food Dispensers Installed 
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During the week of March 5, Davy Wotton, Dennis 
McCarty and Ken Boyles traveled to Sanibel Island Flor-
ida to attend a seminar, run by the USFW, for non profit 
organizations associated with USFW activities.  These 
include Friends, and larger organizations, that generate 
funds to support a USFW activity for the benefit of the 
public at large. 

 The overall objective of the seminar was to educate the 
participants in how to approach potential sponsors and 
how to obtain donations for their needs. The seminar cov-
ered how to establish sustainable funding and how to ob-
tain funding by direct sales of product, membership, and 
other means. 

 The seminar also covered what legal boundaries of the 
Friends association with the USFW. 

 The Friends attendees thought that this was a very worth-
while seminar and that they came away with a much better 
understanding of the operation of a Friends organization, 
the legal relationship between Friends and the USFW, and 
the mechanics of fund raising. 

 They very much enjoyed visiting the Sanibel Island Wild-
life Reserve and saw it as a fine example what can be ac-
complished with cooperation between the public and the 
USFW. 

 USFW paid Davy’s, Dennis’s and Ken’s travel expenses 
for the seminar. 

Friends Team Attends USFW Training 
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President - Davy Wotton 

Davy has been a professional fly fisherman since the 
1960s. He developed and manufactured many fly fishing 
products that were marketed around the world. Davey has 
also worked as a consultant to many of the major manu-
factures of fly fishing equipment. He has contributed hun-
dreds of articles to fly fishing publications, and has trav-
eled to present fly fishing programs at events world wide. 
Davy lives in Flippin, AR and owns the American Interna-
tional Schools of Fly fishing and White River Guides Ser-
vice. He is a member of FFF, TU, and many other fishing 
and conservation related organizations, and a volunteer 
with the Fairview Fire Dept. 

Vice President - Leon Alexander 

Leon Alexander and his wife moved to Norfork from 
Memphis after his recent retirement as a Sales Engineer. 
Leon has been very active in local environmental affairs, 

including working with the ADEQ to stop the storm water 
runoff from Overlook Estates. Leon is a member of Fed-
eration of Fly Fisher, Trout-Unlimited, Mid-South Fly 
Fishers, and the North Arkansas Fly Fishers. 

Treasurer - Dennis McCarty 

Dennis McCarty is a self-employed small business 
owner. He serves as Arkansas Council Chair of Trout-
Unlimited and is a member of the Federation of Fly Fish-
ers. 

Secretary - Pat Smith 

Pat Smith is a native Arkansan who lived out of state for 
approximately 30 years due to her husband's employment. 
After retiring to Arkansas in 1994 she continued working, 
until 2005, as an office manager/bookkeeper for a real 
estate firm. Pat is very active in the fly fishing commu-
nity. She currently serves as the membership director for 
North Arkansas Fly Fishers and as Managing Director of 
the Federation of Fly Fishers Southern Council. 

(next issue will introduce the board members) 

Meet the Officers of the Friends 

Officers & Board Members. Back row (left to right): Mac Caradine (Marketing), Mike Tipton (Communications), 
Pat Smith (Secretary), Dennis McCarty (Treasurer), Leon Alexander (Vice President), Ken Boyles (Hatchery 
Manager). Front row: Teresa Van Winkle (President, Friends of the Neosho Hatchery), Davy Wotton (President) 



 

 

The membership of the Friends has grown rapidly. The 
Friends currently (as of 4/25/07) has 112 memberships 
with 160 members. There have also been a number of 
very generous donors.  
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William Wegrzyn Sr. $1,000 
Terry and Kelly Richardson $800 
Henry E. Fredericks $200 
John and Kathy Gulley $100 
Vern Berry $80 
Kenny Floor Covering Inc. $50 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Wiseman $30 
Mike and Pat Slice $30 
Paul Craig $15 

Donors 

Benefactor, Corporate, Organizational, and 
Life memberships.  

Friends Membership Growing   

August 15, 2007 will mark the 50th year of operation of 
our Norfork National Fish Hatchery.  In recognition, the 
Friends Association will play host to a bevy of federal, 
state and local officials and dignitaries who will be invited 
to celebrate the event with us. 

 Our tentative program will follow the original event held 
on October 19th of 1957 by inviting the Mountain Home 
Band to open the event with music including the “Star 
Spangled Banner”. 

 We will be addressed by some of the dignitaries and we 
will pay honor to those that had a hand in originally bring-
ing our hatchery to Norfork. 

 The event will conclude with food and guided visits 
through the facilities.  We hope that everyone who has an 
interest in the trout fisheries of North Arkansas will join 
us. 

All members of the Friends are encouraged to attend and 
use the opportunity to say “Thanks” to the officials that 
keep our hatchery funded. 

There is no cost, but we could use your help! Call or email 
Kelley if you can lend a hand.  

 Kelley Linck, Activities Director for the FNNFH 

50th Anniversary Celebration 
Benefactor Arkansas Chapter - Trout Unlimited 
Benefactor Arkansas Outfitters & Guides Association 
Benefactor Federation of Fly Fishers Southern Council 

Benefactor Gaston's White River Resort 

Benefactor Kenny and Heather Crunkleton 

Benefactor Ozark Mountains Website, Inc. 

Benefactor William R. Morgan 

Organizational Friends of the North Fork & White Rivers 

Organizational Holy Cross Men's Club 

Organizational Hooked on a Cure 

Organizational Norfork Lake Chamber of Commerce 

Organizational North Arkansas Fly Fishers 

Organizational Ozark Fly Fishers 

Organizational Ozark Mountain Region Tourism Association 

Organizational Tanflies of Cotter High School 

Couples Life Dennis McCarty 

Couples Life Gary and Cindy Hanson 

Couples Life John and Kathy Gulley 

Couples Life Leon and Betty Alexander 

Couples Life Mac and Julia Caradine 

Couples Life Terry and Kelly Richardson 

Honorary Life Teresa Van Winkle 

Honorary Life William R. Wright 

Individual Life Bruce Darr 

Individual Life C. Henry Pharis 

Individual Life Dave Oldham 

Individual Life David McCray 

Individual Life Davy Wotton 

Individual Life Henry E. Fredericks 

Individual Life Hunter Ryan, Jr. 

Individual Life Jim Trayler 

Individual Life Louis A. Juranas 

Individual Life Marc Oakes 

Individual Life William Wegrzyn, Sr. 
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Dry Run Creek is a special resource that we have adja-
cent to the Norfork National Fish Hatchery. The creek 
which is aptly named is totally dependent for its water 
resource on the discharge from the hatchery. That water 
also provides for the Norfork river at its confluence both a 
adequate quality of water and nutrient to that short tail 
water system. 

It allows use for fishing activity only for persons under the 
age of 16, and for disabled anglers. Fishing is permitted 
here with "artificials" only. And, it is strictly catch and 
release. 

It is the most perfect place we have on the entire White 
River system to introduce our younger generation to the 
fun of fishing and the opportunity to catch one of the tro-
phy trout that are found there. 

The initial construction, at a cost of $90,000, at Dry Run 
was provided with funds from those listed on a plaque 
located at the hatchery. Below is a photo of the plaque 
with the list of the original patrons and donors for the first 
structure at DRC. 

Split down the middle, Dry Run Creek is the property of 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service on the west side and the 
Corps of Engineers on the east. This being the case, we 
are permitted as the Friends of the Norfork National Fish 
Hatchery to raise funding for the improvements of access 
to all users at the creek. Currently access is limited. Con-
struction of additional access will be done under the 
guidelines given by Ken Boyles, hatchery manager, and 

the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

Here we see the original access at the lower end of DRC. 
Other than the means of wheel chair access to the side of 
the river there is no further means other than to climb the 
structure to access the river to fish. The plan of action here 
is to open up the existing structure to allow for access at 
both ends to ground level. Sections of the frontage will be 
removed to allow adequate fishing access for users con-
fined to wheel chairs and all others. 

Looking downstream to your left of the picture, the access 
from the existing structure will be constructed in such a 
way as to allow for wheel chair access to a boardwalk at 
stream side level. 

Constructed under the requirements of USFW, the board-
walk will not have a high level fencing. Lower level tim-
ber is used to restrict a wheel chair from running off the 
edge and to allow sufficient room for a user to make a 
turnaround when in a wheel chair. 

Dry Run Creek Project 
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The structure will have at given points along its length 
further construction that allows the user to be more or less 
right on the stream side edge. 

You can clearly see here, that at this time adequate access 
is very limited for disabled persons to use this resource. 

Our aim is to have constructed from the existing structure 
a boardwalk for the entire length which is around 650 ft to 
a point above the 3rd discharge pipe. 

There is certainly some ways that we can improve the 
habitat here for the fish over and above what is now pre-
sent, additional rock structure to provide for some deeper 
water holding zones, around the discharge pipes and in 
some cases more mid stream in the shallow water zones. 

Estimated costs: The DRC will be a large and costly pro-
ject. It is envisaged that we will construct the new access 
in stages as funding allows, unless of course we are able 
to establish a major source of funding for the work to be 
undertaken as a whole. 

If you are aware of a business we may contact for some 
preliminary costs, please contact Ken or myself regarding 
this. 

I look forward to the future of this very worthwhile pro-
ject at Dry Run Creek. 

Davy Wotton 
President 
Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery  

The Friends had a very successful weekend at the Cotter 
Trout Fest. They were represented by Leon Alexander, 
Steve Wilson, Pat and Chet Smith, Jack Manning, and 
Mike Tipton. We talked to a lot of people and were able to 
sign up 9 new members. 

 Leon was video taped speaking to the reporter for the 
Outdoor Show on Channel 5 in Fort Smith. Leon also told 
the Friends story in the Seminar tent. He immediately 
grabbed the attention of the Cotter Mayor and council 
members. The other groups giving seminars were the 
AGFC and the Arkansas State Parks.  

Friends at Cotter Trout Fest 

Leon Alexander Tells The Friends Story at Trout Fest 

Volunteers Needed for Kids Fishing Derby 

This year the Friends will be supporting the Annual Kids 
Fishing Derby. The Derby will be held on June 9 at 
Quarry Park. There will be at least 250 kids fishing, so a 
lot of adult help is needed. If your are interested please 
contact Leon Alexander at 499-3168 or by email at 
leonalexanderfff@centurytel.net. Your help will be 
greatly appreciated! 



 

 

P0 Box 1525 
Mountain Home, AR 72654-1525 

Phone: 870-425-1755 
Email: membership@norforkhatcheryfriends.org 
           president@norforkhatcheryfriends.org 
http://www.norforkhatcheryfriends.org 

The Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery (Friends) is a nonprofit citi-
zens organization dedicated to conserving fishery resources and providing 
support for activities conducted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
(USFWS) Norfork National Fish Hatchery.  Such activities whether independent 
or in cooperation with other organization or parties will benefit fish and other 
aquatic wildlife  

Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery 
Date Event 

June 6, 2007 Hatchery Kids Fishing Derby— Hatchery and Quarry Park 

August 15, 2007 50th Anniversary of Hatchery Celebration— Hatchery and 
Gaston’s Resort 


