Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery

The Raceway
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TU Kick Starts Dry Run Creek Fund Raising

A contribution of $5000 by the Arkansa Hatchery Manager Ken Boyles, Friends
Chapter of Trout Unlimited has kick starte President Davy Wotton, and John Holsten
fund raising for enhancement and extensihave met several times to determine how
of the handicapped and youth access at [ the existing structure can be extended and
Run Creek. Dry Run Creek provides catcenhanced with a ramp to a lower level

and release fishing for trophy sized trout fc boardwalk. The have come up with this

youth under age 16 and handicapped in plan:

viduals. Dry Run Creek is fed by the ouw _ ]

flow of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery, 1he Boardwalk will be approximately one

runs beside the hatchery and flows into tl {00t above the water of Dry Run Creek and

North Fork of the White River at Quarry will follow the water’s edge along the creek
Park. below Norfork Dam. bank. It will start at the Handicap Landing

and will transition down to the new Board-
The Friends of the Norfork National Fislwalk in accordance with Handicap Regula-
Hatchery plans to refurbish the existing a tions for wheelchair slope. The initial con-
cess to Dry Run Creek; and, ultimateh struction of the Boardwalk will allow for
plans to extend the boardwalk for 600 fe handicap access to 100 feet of Dry Run
alongside the creek. Creek that is currently .~ . Page 7
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There is no doubt that
the Friends of The
Norfork National Fish
Hatchery have made a
very significant impact
to the local community,
including the anglers
who fish our rivers and
to the USFW services

throughout the coun-

try.

President’s Message —1st Annual Report

There is no doubt that the Friends of The Norfodtidbhal Fish Hatchery have
made a very significant impact to the local commyrnincluding the anglers
who fish our rivers and to the USFW services thhmug the country.

None of this would have taken place without thepsupof our membership
and those of you have contributed both with finahftinding and giving of
your free time for the cause. The contributionsehlagen outstanding.

From my Presidential position, | would like to pamally thank the members of
my board of directors for the countless hours aubted time that they have
contributed toward the many events and program&ii¢FH has been in-
volved with this past year, notably our 50th yeamigersary. Not only did the
event bring together members of the communityisih demonstrated to the
USFW personnel how strong we are as an organizatidrthe value of our
hatchery.

Our primary objectives for the future are to codeluhe work at the visitor
center with more exhibits and educational activitye majority of the in-
house work will be completed during the winter pdriincluding wildlife ex-
hibits and educational display materials. Our sdaoajor activity is to begin
work for the Dry Run Creek project to allow for hdtandicap access and fish
habitat improvements.

Recently Ken, John Holsten and | meet on a numbecaasions to discuss
further the appropriate means by which we can cocisthe ramp from the
existing deck to the lower level of boardwalk todemstructed at ground lever
along the creek side.

This is no simple task as existing structure, sagholid rock formation, very
much determine what is practical or not. Diggingtdwles for structural sup-
port is likely not an option here. The probabiligywve will lay concrete foot-
ings that will allow for timber to be bolted downdathen provide for the
boardwalk to be constructed on this foundation.

We are given to understand that we will be ablestthe resources of labor
from the local penitentiary, which will in may wagsovide a great assistance
so far as ground work and rock movement is conckforestabilization of the
ground around the boardwalk.

Both lumber and additional labor for the constrmictdf the project would in-
cur to the FNNFH funding. In that respect, therdda working toward ways
that we can generate those funds.

Cont. Page 7




Hatchery Employee Spotlight
Trey Anderson

Thomas (Trey) Anderson was recently hired as aefish
Biologist at Norfork National Fish Hatchery. Treglds a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Fish Wildlife Managem
at Arkansas Tech University and had previously wdrit
the Mammoth Spring State Hatchery for a periodpsf a
proximately eight years. At Norfork, Trey will lpgimar-
ily responsible for disease identification and tmeent, the
production activities inside the hatchery buildary
other duties. Trey, Brandi, and their newborngieer
Laken plan on moving onto the hatchery in the fiear
ture. Trey enjoys hunting and fishing. Welcomeal
Trey!l

Page 3

Friends Membership Still
Growing

Membership in Friends of the Norfork National Fish
Hatchery has been growing rapidly. Currently, \ageha
total of 196 memberships with a physical count&i.2

For an organization less than a year old, thatitedon-
pressive! We have 167 Charter memberships shown on
the Charter Membership plaque Visitors Center.

ing the member’s name placed on a plaque in thigovss
Center.

If you have a friend, relative or neighbor who niigk
interested in joining the Friends, please let drhe offi-
cers know. We will send them a membership appbaoati
along with an invitation to join. You will note fno the
other articles in this newsletter that a lot ofi\att is go-
ing on and we need dedicated members to keep things
rolling.

At present we have nine Benefactor membershipss@ho ks

are Arkansas Chapter - Trout Unlimited, Arkansa#i©u

ters & Guides Association, Bill Dowers, Redwood -Sys

tems Group, Federation of Fly Fishers Southern €igun

Gaston's White River Resort, Kenny and Heather Kledn
ton, Mid-South Fly Fishers, Ozark Mountains Website

Inc., Gary and Mary Cooley, and William R. Morgan.

Our five Corporate members are Capital City FIVhEis,
FNBC, Gilbert Realty Co., Paul Reese, DDS and Ray E
erson, D.V.M.

Both Corporate and Benefactor memberships inclage h
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Hatchery Rededicated

%

August 15th of 2007, the Friends Group provided the

funding and support needed to help the Hatchesbcate
50 years of providing Trout for the White, Northrk@and
other area streams.

The crowd of 200+ braved heat exceeding 100 dedmee
be treated with opening ceremonies by the Mountain
Home High School band. Reverend Anne Carrierecaske
our creator’s blessing on the event and Judy T@pin
(National Fisheries Regional Outreach Coordinatmok

the role as Mistress of Ceremonies for the daye Adich-
ery staff received encouraging words and praisa o
bevy of speakers — each giving some account dfiditeh-

w0

ery’s history, economic benefit, and overall impoxte to
the area.

The speakers were:

Davy Wotton, Friends of the Norfork National Fish
Hatchery President and Founder

Jim Gaston, Owner Gaston’s White River Resort and A
kansas State Parks, Travel, and Recreation Conuméssi
Emeritus

Joe Dillard, Representing the office of Congressman
Marion Berry

Melissa Jones, Arkansas Game and Fish Cold Wadhr Fi
eries Director

Sam Hamilton, National Fisheries Regional Director
Stuart Leon, National Fisheries Division Chief
Ken Boyles, Norfork National Fish Hatchery Manager

The Tan Flies, fly fishing club of Cotter High Sxdi,
were ushers for the event and did a great job bbnly
helping find available seating, but brought coldtles of
water to those in attendance throughout the exemelp
fight off the mid-August heat wave.

Our Friends group then assisted the staff in givours
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of the hatchery and our visitor center while otharickly
converted the tent area seating from auditoriure $6y
dining room. Everyone was invited to a tasty luth
close the event.

A big “THANKS” goes to all of our friends who hedfd
decorate the stage (provided by the Ozark MourRain
gion Tourism Association), set up chairs, set uysfgre- # O ##)
pare and mail invitations, and all of the other kvoeeded
to successfully recognize the accomplishmentseiar-
fork National Fish Hatchery in the past 50 years

Kelley Linck



Fund Raising Banquet
A Big Success

The Friends group took advantage of the dignisathat
we had already brought into the area to help webcate
50 years of the hatchery’s operation by invitingene
to our first Friends banquet on the evening of Asidibth
at Gaston’s Conference Center.

Gaston’s Restaurant hosted our evening meal. dpall
Veronica Post from Altus, AR contributed libaticiosthe
event that featured an excellent selection of trelated
goodies available through silent auction.

State Representative Johnny Key asked the bleksing
the meal. Master of Ceremonies Kelley Linck themnoi-
duced internationally famous fly fisherman, flyrtiand
artist Dave Whitlock who reminded those in atterugan
the reason that many people migrate and stay indtta
central Arkansas Ozarks — TROUT.

National Fisheries Division Chief Stuart Leon etamed
us all with some wit, and some very informativedhs
into the federal view of fish hatcheries and thetem we
have at Norfork. We appreciate Mr. Leon for makiimg
trip from D.C.

Ken Boyles was then asked to take the podium where
introduced the hatchery staff that was in attendaam
firmly reminded us that the entire operation ishia capa-
ble hands of these very men and women. Ken also
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thanked the Friends group for helping in the daybsvi-
ous 50 year celebration and all of the other ptsjdtat
the Friends are undertaking at the hatchery.

We closed out the night with our feature auctieasby
auctioneer Sam Tindle. Articles provided includexit
prints from Dave Whitlock and Duane Hada. TFO con-
tributed a very nice fly rod with a gorgeous cusicase.
Gary Turner donated one of his original woodenttrou
carvings. Verne Berry allowed one of his cigar idors
to be auctioned off and our own President Davy Wrott
contributed a special “President’s Day” guidedfibhing
trip.

Outside of the excellent social networking andoadion
from the banquet, our event coordinator Pat Srejttorts
that our group had a net funding gain of over $2 &0the
end of the evening. We look forward to the nextdueet!

Kelley Linck



President - Cont. \vie are looking at this time for the

initial construction of the ramp to ground levetiahen a

100 foot advance with a boardwalk, something inréhe
gion of $5,000.

It is also my vision to promote during the comireaya

number of activities to generate further funding anblic

awareness of our Hatchery and its importance lwothet
local businesses and those who fish our rivers.

On the cards as of now, we are looking at a Preltiy
golf tournament. Bob Cooke, the new owner of BRile-
bon fly shop, is well respected in the golfing vdoand

has offered to help in any way he can to bring aéivisut.

Secondly is for the FNNFH to promote a one dayiflg-
ing tournament or a general fishing tournament with
awards. After the day’s fishing, further host aemvn-
cluding food, drink, and activities.

In other words a day of fun with trout, which ofucee
our hatchery provides!

If any of you have further thoughts and ideas fars in
2008, please do let us know. We will welcome anthier
suggestions.

| wish to conclude my annual report by once agaamk-
ing you all for your continued support of the FNNFH

We are the largest hatchery friends group in thé %
this time not far from having 300 members. Let'sked
500 at least by the end of 2008.

Davy Wotton, President

Note - Visitor’s Center Closed Until
Spring
The Hatchery Visitor's Center is closed until Sgrin

There have not been enough visitors to warrantikgep
open during the Winter months.
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Dry Run - Cont.

& H#

not accessible. It will also allow for more traffior chil-
dren and their adult guardians to the creek fociCaind
Release Fishing along the bank. The low height -
vide greater access for fishing and retrieval & trout
with less stress in catching and releasing. Thellebe
access points along the Boardwalk that will all@w éas-
ier access to wading while providing a safer eatrgl exit
to the creek.

For the future, the plans include the extensionthef
Boardwalk for 500 additional feet upstream for #alto
length of approximately 600 feet. The BoardwalKl wi
follow the creek and remain at about one foot abibee
water's edge with numerous access points for dotthie
creek for wading and trout retrieval. Small bridgel be
built to cross over the discharge areas for ina@asfety.

The Friends estimate that the initial extension ttoe
Boardwalk will cost $5000 with the ultimate cost 800
feet of boardwalk to be about $35000. The consbmaif
the boardwalk will require concrete footing to Haged
on bed rock along the creek. The boardwalk wilbb&ed
to the footings. The Friends plan to raise the mpdogay
for materials and any labor that cannot be donedbyn-
teer effort. It is expected that prisoners from @alico
Rock Correctional Facility will provide much of tiheavy
lifting that will be required.

Dry Run Creek was originally dedicated in October,
1990.




Friends of the Norfork National Fish
Hatchery

PO Box 1525
Mountain Home, AR 72654-1525

Phone: 870-425-1755

Email: membership@norforkhatcheryfriends.org
president@norforkhatcheryfriends.org

http://www.norforkhatcheryfriends.org

The Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery (Friends) is a nonprofit
citizens organization dedicated to conserving fishery resources and providing
support for activities conducted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s
(USFWS) Norfork National Fish Hatchery. Such activities whether independ-
ent or in cooperation with other organization or parties will benefit fish and
other aquatic wildlife



