
 

 

Dry Run Creek Survey Completed 

Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery 
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The Raceway 

We move forward with the DRC project. 

 The week of June 2nd Dave Whitlock vis-
ited at DRC to form an assessment basis for 
two items: how we can improve habitat at 
the creek for the benefit of the trout and 
invertebrate organisms; and the introduction 
of structure to control erosion and any fur-
ther shoreline degradation. 

 The spring floods we experienced this year 
have resulted in large amounts of silt, 
gravel and rock structure being deposited in 
the stream bed with the adverse effects of 

loss of depth and suitable habitat. The plan 
of action to improve the resources at DRC 
is: to introduce rock structure to back-up 
stream water, to increase depth where levels 
are way below suitable habitat for trout; to 
remove from the creek gravel and rock; and 
to widen and increase depth within the ex-
isting stream bed. This would provide the 
resources for both the fish and the angler 
use of the creek. 

Rock structure would be staged bank side to 
eliminate any further erosion and backfilled 
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AGFC Technician Surveys Dry Run Creek 



 

 

Page 2 ���
����$��


Dear FNNFH members. 

As you will read in this edition of the newsletter, many things are taking place. 
The DRC project progresses with Dave Whitlock on board as the primary con-
sultant for the project. Both Dave and the AGFC have now completed prelimi-
nary work and we await the results of the survey. Dave's proposals for the in-
stream habitat work will benefit all who fish the creek, as well the trout and 
food base that thrive there. Hopefully we will see something within the next 
month. 

Progress continues at the VC, including the installation of the audio visual 
room and the seating, along with further displays of wildlife and fishing exhib-
its. 

If any members have any antique fishing tackle that they would be prepared to 
loan for exhibits, l would love to hear from you. Mounted fish and wildlife 
specimens are also most welcome. 

I am very excited about the first official Open House we will host at the hatch-
ery September the 20th. This will become a yearly event in our calendar for the 
Mountain Home region. 

We hope to have present a wide range of both education and hands-on activity 
to suit both young and old. Local businesses and USFW representatives, along 
with  the FNNFH, will provide free food and drinks during the day. 

Further information regarding the day’s activities will be sent via email to all 
members prior to the event. We look forward to seeing our members and the 
many visitors we hope to bring to the hatchery. 

Davy Wotton 

President’s Message  
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Hatchery Employee Spotlight 
Douglas Anderson 
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Doug Anderson’s career at the hatchery started in 1979.  
He has the distinction of being employed at the hatchery 
longer than any other current employee.  Initially he was 
hired as a WG-3 Laborer.  Currently Doug is a Facility 
Operations Specialists and is responsible for the overall 
maintenance of all facility buildings and equipment.  
Pryor to Doug’s employment at the hatchery, he served 
in the U. S. Navy (Seabees) in Vietnam and worked in 
the service department of an automotive dealership.  
Doug and his wife Jo Ann have two sons, Patrick and 
Douglas Jr., and five grandchildren.  In his spare time 
Doug enjoys hunting, fishing, woodworking, and restor-
ing cars. 

Work at the VC continues. The FNNFH has recently pur-
chased a new audio visual system and were donated a 
DVD for the initial set up in the audio visual room. This 
will enable us at the Visitors Center to use the educational 
resources from USFW services across the Nation and to 
provide additional programs of educational and material 
interest for our region. 

President Wotton met with Mark Poulos and Ken Boyles 
to determine the best way to construct both seating facili-
ties in the room and to build a suitable entertainment cen-
ter to house the TV and DVD. 

Mark Poulos will undertake this work at a cost in the re-
gion of $750.00. 

Work is expected to be completed in the next few weeks. 

The Baxter County Master Gardener’s group is continuing 
with their project to provide a garden for the Visitors Cen-

Visitor Center 
Enhancements Continue 

ter. A project team met at the hatchery and reviewed a 
proposal for the layout of the garden and for the plants to 
be used. For the most part, the plants will be those native 
to the Ozarks. The Master Gardeners have begun work on 
the garden. Most of the plants will be placed during the 
fall and winter months for next spring. 

Master Gardener Project Team meet with Ken Boyles to review 
layout of Visitor Center garden. 
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both with the removed gravel from the creek 
and soil. This would  enhance growth of 

vegetation and cover the exposed tree roots to reduce the 
loss of more trees. We would also provide a walkway 
from the lower to the mid- point upstream. 

 The lower end of the creek will see the resources for 
handicap access constructed both from rock wall and lum-
ber constructed boardwalk. 

In all, there were 14 sites along the creek that were deter-
mined to provide the best options for in-stream habitat 
work to be undertaken. This would be subject to the sur-
vey work undertaken by the AGFC that would provide the 
values for stream water levels and stream structure. 

AGFC has now completed the survey work. Once the 
facts and figures are determined, Dave Whitlock will be 
able to work from that data and provide a detailed plan of 
action with artwork to demonstrate what we can achieve 
at DRC. 

This will accomplished through a collaboration of the 
AGFC, USFW, FNNFH and its members. 

Present with Dave Whitlock were: 

Ken Boyles, Hatchery manager 

Davy Wotton, President FNNFH 

Nathan Blair, FNNFH committee. 

Larry Ryder, AGFC 

Tim Burnley, AGFC 

TL. Laureman 

DRC cont. 

As you read through this newsletter and see what is going 
on throughout the Friends organization and at the Hatch-
ery, you can take pride in the fact that you as a member of 
the Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery have 
had a hand in these activities. Without the support of 
members like you, the Friends would be just another or-
ganization. 

 The reconstruction of Dry Run Creek, the work on the 
Visitors Center - inside and out, the planned open house 
and the Employees Appreciation Cookout are just the cur-
rent activities. The Board is open to suggestions from the 
membership to other projects to benefit the Hatchery. 
However, we cannot do any of these things without you, 
our members. 

 No organization can survive without its membership. 
This can be said of any number of organizations not only 
the Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery. With-
out members, any organization will wither and die on the 
vine. Without you, that could happen to FNNFH. We 
don’t want that to happen. When you receive that letter in 
the mail that says your dues are set to expire soon, please 
don’t delay. It doesn’t take but a few minutes to write a 
check, tear off the perforated slip from the bottom of that 
letter and put it in the provided envelope. Granted, finding 
a stamp may take a little longer some times; but, please, 
get it in the mail. If that is a problem, you can now go 
online and pay your dues easily through PayPal. Above 
all, don’t delay. 

Membership “Plea” 

Checking $8,479.91 

DRC Project  $72,463.00 

Total        $80942.91 

Challenge Grant $32,500.00 

Treasurer’s Report 
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The run up to this year’s Kid’s Fishing Derby was quite a 
cliff hanger. What with the rain, the flooding, and the high 
level of Norfork Lake, Norfork dam was running full bore 
24/7. And “No!” the Corps would not stop generation for 
a kid’s fishing derby. But at the last minute, literally the 
eleventh hour, someone higher up at the Corps of Engi-
neers realized what was going on, and that the kids fishing 
derby is an important community event. Generation was 
shut down for 12 hours for the fishing derby! 

 The Kid’s Fishing Derby was quite a success. No one was 
swept away in a raging torrent. Many kids caught fish and 
everyone had a good time.  Every kid came home with a 
prize and everyone got a hotdog. 

 The success of the derby was due to the efforts of the 
Friends, the hatchery staff, the Corps of Engineers, the 
contributions of local merchants, and the assistance of 
other local organizations.  Without all of these groups 
working together, the fishing derby could not have suc-
ceeded! 

Kids Fishing Derby a Success 

Davy Wotton with the Winners 

The “Monte Carlo” start. 

Every child received a prize! 

A great day for fishing! 
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Hatchery Open House  
September 20 

Have you ever gone to visit friends or family where a 
small child lives?  Almost without fail, at some point dur-
ing the visit, that child will bring to you some collection 
or object that he or she is particularly proud of.  Some-
times, the child will even insist that you go with them to 
their room so that they can beam with pride while you 
look at their newest toy. 

 On September 20th, the Friends of the Hatchery is invit-
ing the entire community of north central Arkansas over 
to the hatchery.  Of course, our motive for hosting the 
event is so that the staff of the hatchery has the opportu-
nity to show off our very own fish growing operation: 
how the hatchery functions, the fishing opportunities the 
hatchery provides for the anglers of our nation, and what 
the future holds for the hatchery.  We are proud of our 
hatchery – and we are going to show it off. 

 The hatchery’s visitor center will be the central point of 
the event.  Twin Lakes Community Bank will be grilling 
hot dogs for the first 1000 hungry visitors.  Local bands 
will take their turn at the grandstand.  Chambers of Com-
merce, master gardener groups, fly tying lessons, casting 
lessons, photography lessons, and kids’ games will all be 
found at the surrounding booths.  There will be some nice 
prizes for our games of skill – such as guessing the weight 
of a live swimming trophy Rainbow trout. 

 September 20th at 10:00 AM, we are inviting everyone 
over to our place.  We have something really special to 
show you. 
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2nd Annual Hatchery Employee 
Picnic 

The FFF Southern Council will hold its annual conclave 
in Mountain Home on October 2nd, 3rd and 4th at the 
Baxter County Fairgrounds. The Friends of the Norfork 
National Fish Hatchery will have a booth and we can use 
your help.  On Friday and Saturday, there will be semi-
nars, workshops, fly tyers, exhibitors, raffles, live auc-
tions, silent auctions and much more.  

 This will be an opportunity for you to come and see what 
we have been up to lately and check on the progress we 
have for the Visitor’s Center and the Handicap Walkway 
and In-stream improvements to Dry Run Creek.  It will 
also be a chance to visit with our board members and 
other supporters.  We can use your help to man the booth 
on Friday and Saturday. 

 You’ll just have to come see what’s going on. It’s not an 
expensive show if you pre-register. You can do so by get-
ting a registration form from the Conclave issue of the 
Long Casts on the Council website at 
www.southerncouncilfff.org or contact Pat Smith at  
mngdir@southerncouncilfff.org.   

 Don’t miss the fun.  See you there. 

Friends to Have Booth at FFF 
Southern Council Conclave  

Most people have worked in private enterprise at some 
point in our lives.  Most companies host a yearly get to-
gether for their employees and family.   The spouses get to 
meet the coworkers that they have heard about so often 
and vice versa.  The kids get to see where their Mom or 
Dad spends the day working. 

 Unfortunately, in the budgeting of Federal Government 
workplaces, it is difficult if not impossible to budget such 
a gathering.  This is a perfect opportunity for our Friends 
organization to take the reins and provide for the hatchery 
staff the same company picnic that employees of private 
enterprise enjoy.  The Friends of the Hatchery consider it 
an honor to host our second annual Norfork National Fish 
Hatchery company picnic. 

 The Friends board members will grill up some burgers 
and other outdoor food.  We’ll have some games for the 
kids and door prizes for the rest of the family.  We know 
that all of you would like to help with the event – and we 
appreciate the good thought.  In respect for the staff and 
family, the picnic will not be open to everyone. 

The Hatchery Crew 

Stop the Presses! 
More Dry Run Creek Funds! 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service just notified Hatchery 
Manager Ken Boyles that the Friends will receive an un-
expected “Cost Challenge Grant”. The good news is that 
the grant is for $32.5K. The bad news is that we need to 
spend it before the end of the year! This will be a chal-
lenge, but we are sure that we can do it! 

 These are funds that USFWS will use to match money 
spent by the Friends on the DRC project, or match with 
money the work effort or in kind contributions provided 
by the Friends. 

 The Friends applied for a “Cost Challenge Grant” in 
January. But at that time we lost out to other projects. This 
is money that the other projects were unable to spend. 



 

 

P0 Box 1525 
Mountain Home, AR 72654-1525 

Phone: 870-425-1755 
Email: membership@norforkhatcheryfriends.org 
           president@norforkhatcheryfriends.org 
http://www.norforkhatcheryfriends.org 

The Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery (Friends) is a nonprofit 
citizens organization dedicated to conserving fishery resources and providing 
support for activities conducted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
(USFWS) Norfork National Fish Hatchery.  Such activities whether independ-
ent or in cooperation with other organization or parties will benefit fish and 
other aquatic wildlife  

Friends of the Norfork National Fish 
Hatchery 
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Hatchery Open House Hatchery September 20, 2008 10: 00 am to 3:00 pm 


