
 

 

$40,000 Submitted to USFWS for Matching Funds 

Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery 
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The Raceway 

 The Friends of the Norfork National Fish 
Hatchery are making progress with the 
plans to build a handicap-accessible Board-
walk along Dry Run Creek.  The plan calls 
for a Boardwalk to start at the existing 17 
year-old handicap platform and run along 
the near bank of Dry Run Creek and along 
the edge of the Hatchery for about 600 feet.  
The Boardwalk will provide access to the 
upper part of the creek while helping to pre-
serve the bank from foot traffic.  It will also 
provide access for handicapped individuals 
and allow for a much safer entry for wade 
fishing.  Another benefit will be improved 
catch and release conditions for the trophy 

trout that live in abundance in the creek.  
The plans call for bridges to be installed 
over the hatchery’s discharge pipes, fishing 
platforms about every 100 feet or so, and 
nature areas along the Boardwalk to allow 
observation of aquatic life. 

This is a very ambitious project but one that 
has many benefits for the visitors to the 
Hatchery and Dry Run Creek.  The Board-
walk, which will be approximately one foot 
above the water’s edge, will increase the 
access to fishing, provide for better protec-
tion for the trout, save the riparian zone 
from the foot traffic and provide areas for 
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Arrow shows initial location for boardwalk, extending from existing structure. 
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As we move into our third year, I’m looking forward to the activities the 
FNNFH will include. We anxiously await the approval of our application for a 
matching grant for the Dry Run Creek project.  Either way, we now have sub-
stantial funds to progress with the project, and hope to proceed during the late 
spring or early summer period. 

The visitor center will see new wild life specimens showcased this year along 
with many other educational exhibits, FNNFH history and events from this 
past year. We have also made an application for the services of the Baxter 
County Master Gardeners to landscape the grounds around the Visitor Center 
and are waiting for an answer to our request. 

This coming March, l have been invited as the President to attend the first  
Friends of Fisheries conference in Washington D.C., a nationally united group 
that represents the USFW fishery divisions. This conference will provide feed-
back to hatcheries such as ours, fishery research and endangered species facili-
ties--all of which are under some degree of threat due to Federal cutbacks. 

We will meet with USFW personnel to discuss the needs of our facilities and 
evaluate how we can help bring about the funding we need to maintain and 
improve the resources within the USFW services, which are so important to the 
White river system, as they are to many other fisheries in the country. Hatcher-
ies are but one identity within the fisheries’ divisions of USFW services. 

There is also a need to establish more Friends organizations to advocate for the 
FWS facilities, which at this time do not have an organization such as the 
FNNFH.  Those of us who have become well established need to work toward 
encouraging this to take place. Matters pertaining to this will also be included 
in the agenda. 

It is anticipated that there be some time allotted for us to meet with our state 
representatives to discuss our needs. 

I will be attending the conference along with Ken Boyles, our hatchery man-
ager, and Teresa Van Winkle, President of Neosho National Fish Hatchery. 
She has been closely involved with the FNNFH since its inception. 

I am honored to be able to become part of this new organization on behalf of 
the FNNFH. 

Davy Wotton. 

President. 

President’s Message  

This conference will 

provide feedback to 

hatcheries such as 

ours, fishery research 

and endangered spe-

cies facilities--all of 

which are under some 

degree of threat due to 

Federal cutbacks 



 

 

Hatchery Employee Spotlight 
Donald Beard 
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Donald Beard is a native of Baxter County Arkan-
sas. He graduated from Cotter high school in 1988, 
and then served 4 years in the United States Army.  
Donald began his career at Norfork National Fish 
Hatchery in 1998, as an animal caretaker.  He is 
currently a maintenance worker and his primary 
duties are the maintenance of hatchery equipment, 
vehicles, and buildings.  However, he also assists 
with fish culture activities, such as, feeding, sample 
counting, inventory, distribution, and treating fish 
for various diseases. Donald enjoys boating and 
riding a four-wheeler in his free time.  He and his 
wife Cindy have one son, Logan. 

All FNNFH members are advised that the Friends 
of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery will hold 
their annual General Meeting on Saturday, March 
22, 2008 at Gaston’s Visitor’s Center above Bull 
Shoals Dam.  We will start with a social hour be-
ginning at 6:00 pm with the General Meeting start-
ing at 7:00 pm.  Since this is the only General 
Meeting planned for this year, it is important that 
we have as many members present as possible. 

 Our agenda will include a review of this past 
year’s activities and the upcoming events that are 
scheduled for this year.  We will also include a 
status report on the Visitor’s Center and the Dry 
Run Creek Boardwalk.  This meeting will also in-
clude a vote by the general membership for several 
new Directors’ positions. 

 We have a lot of accomplishments to be proud of 
and new projects that need your support.  We 
would appreciate all interested parties plan to at-
tend and bring any guests that may have in interest 
in supporting the Norfork National Fish Hatchery.   
Your Board of Directors looks forward to seeing 
you there. 

Annual General Meeting  
Scheduled 

Friends Board at the 1st General Membership Meeting 
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nature and aquatic studies.   It will greatly improve the 
access while improving enjoyment for our visitors, and 
those that will fish there. 

After an extensive review of the costs of the project, the 
Committee came up with an estimated cost for the entire 
project of $137,000.00.  This includes materials, equip-
ment, project supervision and promotional costs.  The cost 
of the labor was not included and we are expecting to be 
able to use labor from the local AR State Prison as well as 
donated labor.  This is a bit of a stretch, but we feel confi-
dent that the construction can be completed while properly 
following the USFW standards. 

The USFW Service has a program that rewards approved 
conservation projects by offering matching funds.  The 
matching funds also match contributed materials and la-
bor.  With this in mind, the Committee submitted our re-
quest for this project on January 15, 2008.  We are expect-
ing a response within 90 days.  Thanks to substantial do-
nations from Trout Unlimited, Federation of Fly Fishers, 
Southern Council of the FFF, Mid-South Fly Fishers, 
North Arkansas Fly Fishers, AGFC Foundation and our 
own Hatchery Friends Group we were able to show funds 
of $40,000.00.  Hopefully this will be matched by the 
USFW Service giving us a total of $80,000.00 to begin the 
Boardwalk Project.  This would be more than enough to 
complete at least half of the Boardwalk.  What a great way 
to get the project started. 

We have created a separate Boardwalk account where we 
are accumulating funds donated for this project and are in 
the process of soliciting additional funds.  All contribu-
tions will be appreciated. 

In addition, once the project is under construction, we 
would like to set up Work Days for groups to come and 
spend a day or two working on the construction of the 
Boardwalk.  We expect this to be a fun outing for groups 
to participate in a positive way while enjoying the special 
environment that Dry Run Creek offers.  Sorry, no fishing 
on Dry Run Creek if you are over 16 years old.  However, 
if you bring along someone under that age, you can cer-
tainly assist them in the fine art of Fly Fishing for Trophy 
Trout that the creek has in abundance.  Something to con-
sider as a Club Project.  Groups that participate in these 
Work Days will receive special recognition. 

It is difficult to determine a start date or a competition 
date at this time.  A lot will depend on the timing of the 
matching funds, available materials, labor and the weather 
conditions.  However, we are hoping to get started by late 
spring or early summer with completion by the end of this 
year.  Available funds will determine how much we are 
able to complete on the first phase.  The greater the contri-
butions, the more Boardwalk we will be able to build. 

We welcome your participation and contributions and so-
licit assistance from individuals as well as groups.  If you 
have any talents that could be beneficial to the construc-
tion of the project, we would especially like to hear from 
you. 

For more information or to participate, contact Leon Alex-
ander at 870-499-3167 or any other FNNFH Board Mem-
ber. 

NAFF President George Peters presents Davy Wotton with a 
check for $5000 for the Dry Run Creek project. 
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Can you believe it? We’re a year old already! Like a lot 
of things, the newness is wearing off and membership 
retention is going to become a big problem. Our current 
membership is at 192 with a physical total of 275. We 
are already seeing a small drop in numbers and hope to 
stem that tide before we lose many more members. Each 
month a batch of letters go out to those whose member-
ship expires that month. If you are unsure when your 
membership expires, just check your membership card. 
The date is in the lower left hand corner. Upon renewal, 
you will receive a new card. 

 Those members who have not renewed in the past sev-
eral months will be contacted again. Membership re-
newals received during the Christmas holidays often go 
astray. 

To make it easy for you to renew your membership, we 
have set up on-line membership enrollment/renewal 
with payment via PayPal. All you need do is go to the 
Friends website: http://www.norforkhatcheryfriends.org 
and click on the membership application link and follow 
the instructions. It’s a quick easy solution to getting 
your dues paid. With the on-line renewal you can also 
make a donation to the Dry Run Creek Project if you 
wish. 

Time to Renew Memberships 

It is not too early to start thinking ahead to the “Cast for 
a Rainbow” kids fishing derby scheduled for June 7, 
2008 at Quarry Park. 2008 will be the 15th year that the 
Hatchery has been put on the fishing derby. This is the 
second year that the Friends have been involved with 
the fishing derby. Last year 214 kids participated, with 
the aid of 39 adult volunteers. The fishing derby re-
quires a lot of volunteer support in order to be safe and 
successful. Last years volunteers had a great time and 
enjoyed themselves immensely. Please put the date on 
your calendar for this year. 

Kids Fishing Derby in June 



 

 

Page 6 ���"��
#$
%��"�
&


At our March 22 General Meeting, we will be electing 
several new Directors.  Our By-Laws call for six Board 
Members to serve as Directors with three year terms each 
on a staggered basis so that every year we will need to 
elect two new Directors.  Present Directors can be re-
elected to additional terms. 

 This past year we have been operating with only five Di-
rectors.  Several of our present Directors have had con-
flicts this past year limiting their participation and increas-
ing the responsibilities for the other members.  We are 
asking for any member that is interested in serving on this 
dynamic board to please contact one of the Officers or 
Directors.  As a general rule, the Board of Directors meets 
once a month and plans and executes our activities. 

 We have accomplished a great deal this past year and 
have many interesting projects planned for this coming 
year.  If you would like to take an active role in support-
ing the Hatchery, please let us know.  If you are interested 
in serving as a Director, we would like to get your name 
on our ballot prior to the General Election.  However, 
nominations can be accepted from the floor at the time of 
the election.  If you do not wish to serve as a Director, but 
are interested in serving on a committee, please let us 
know. 

 Your cooperation in this matter will be greatly appreci-
ated and your service will be rewarding. 

FNNFH Needs Directors 

 As we near the time to open the Visitor’s Center back up 
for the spring and summer, there are some items that are 
definitely needed to complete the center. The wildlife dis-
plays are fairly well complete. The aquarium room will be 
an ongoing project as trout will not live in the aquarium 
for any length of time; however the wall displays are com-
plete. The displays in the large room are complete. The 
only room that is still lacking is the education room - or at 
least what we are calling the education room. It is actually 
the audio-visual room where we will be able to show vid-
eos and films to visitors - both casual and student groups. 

 But in order to do so, we need equipment. We are seeking 
someone to donate either the equipment or funds toward 
the equipment needed. The equipment needed includes a 
flat screen television set with a minimum size of a 32 inch 
screen. The room is fairly small; so anything over about 
45 inches would be overkill. If someone is willing to do-
nate a television, plasma is preferred over LCD due to the 
clarity of viewing from any angle; however, we will be 
grateful for what we get! 

We will also need a DVD player. There are a lot of 
changes being made right now in the audio-visual world 
and it would appear that the final winner will be the Blu-
ray technology with the HD-DVD dying a slow death. If 
we have a member that keeps current on the changes in 
technology, please give us your advice. The changes from 
HD-DVD to Blu-ray may not filter down to what we will 
be using for several years; so this is not necessarily a con-
sideration. 

 If you are able to help us with either of the two pieces of 
equipment or know of someone who might be able to as-
sist, please contact me or any other member of the board. 

 Pat Smith, Secretary 

DVD Player and Screen 
Needed for the Visitors’ Center 

Friends Board at the Hatchery’s 50th Anniversary Celebration 

Support the Dry Run Creek 
Project! 
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One Fly Tournament 

No doubt at all that the Jackson Hole One Fly Tournament is a great event and has become a major fly fishing event over 
the years. After our 50th year anniversary I got to thinking further about what event the FNNFH could host, not just an 
event to raise funds for the FNNFH but an event that would bring together all of us who enjoy fishing the rivers we have 
here, and a day of fishing fun that further promotes our hatchery and fishing resources to the nation.  

When I proposed to the board meeting that the FNNFH should endeavor to host a annual One Fly Tournament the deci-
sion to do so was very quickly agreed. 

Given the fantastic support that the FNNFH have achieved in the past two years from our members and those who have 
supported our fund raising events such as Dry Run Creek.  I see no reason why we cannot make this an event that not 
only brings fly fishers from the State of Arkansas together, but from many of the surrounding states. 

Davy  Wotton 

FRIENDS OF THE NORFORK NATIONAL FISH HATCHERY 

Present the first annual 

Bull Shoals Tail Water 

One Fly Tournament 

Saturday June 21st 2008 

  

  

 

 

 

Prizes and trophies will be awarded for the largest of the 4 species.  

Rainbow-Brown-Cutthroat-Brook trout. 

 Caught from either the White or Norfork rivers 

Wade and boat fishing will be allowed 

 Juniors and the disabled may fish Dry Run Creek 

Rainbow and Brown trout awards 

Only for Dry Run 

 The event will be hosted at Rim Shoals resort.  Trophies and prize awards after the days fishing at Rim shoals 
and a cook out . 

 Further details of rules of entry will be given in our next newsletter 

 Garry Flippin will take accommodation reservations at Rim for those of you who wish to reside at Rim shoals 



 

 

P0 Box 1525 
Mountain Home, AR 72654-1525 

Phone: 870-425-1755 
Email: membership@norforkhatcheryfriends.org 
           president@norforkhatcheryfriends.org 
http://www.norforkhatcheryfriends.org 

The Friends of the Norfork National Fish Hatchery (Friends) is a nonprofit 
citizens organization dedicated to conserving fishery resources and providing 
support for activities conducted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
(USFWS) Norfork National Fish Hatchery.  Such activities whether independ-
ent or in cooperation with other organization or parties will benefit fish and 
other aquatic wildlife  

Friends of the Norfork National Fish 
Hatchery 

Annual Membership Meeting Gaston Visitors’ Center March  22, 2008. Social hour 6:00—7:00. 

Kids Fishing Derby Quarry Park June 7, 2008 

Bull Shoals Tail Water One-Fly Tournament Rim Shoal s Lodge June, 21, 2008 
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